of the British; and he was the young Salar Jung, a man of exceptional
ability and great prudence, whom Afzal-ud-Daula inherited from his estima-
ble father as minister, along with his vast dominions. What was still more
providential, His Highness had the wisdom and good fortune to retain that
minister in his service unlike the usual run of oriental monarchs who when
they come into power bring in their own favourites and followers in place of
old men however good they may be*

The excitable and warlike peoples of his Dominions were receiving at
the time exaggerated reports of the occurrences in  Hindustan and the ex-
pected overthrow of the British power in India.   The incidents ofMeerut
and other stations in Upper India created  profound sensation among the
readily inflammable population of Hyderabad.   The Muhammadans of His
Highness'  Dominions were in a state of fanatical excitement, while the
Hindus were paralyzed.   The slightest sign from the head of the State would
have raised their smouldering passions to open revolt, and thus doubled the
strength of the mutineers by setting the country south of the Nerbudda on
fire,  threatening alike   Madras  and Bombay  and   crippling the British
resources at a most critical moment   The walls of mosques were placarded
with posters inciting the people to sedition and fakeers were busy spreading
inflammatory rumours through the bazars.   Placards had also been put up
on the walls of the Nizam's and his minister's palaces and at a central point
in the city (Char Minar), rousing the people to open rebellion against the
Company's Government.   At one time the green flag, the flag of Islam, was
actually hoisted and later on a body of insurgents  attacked the British
Residency which in those days was totally devoid of defence works.   The
fact that Delhi had fallen  again into the hands of  a descendant of the
ancient Moghul line, of which the Nizams were originally but the subedars
or deputies, was sufficient to have shaken the fidelity of men of ordinary
calibre ; but His Highness being a man of firm resolution  and courageous
wisdom not only kept the whole of Hyderabad in check, but even took the
very bold step of sending out his Contingent troops on field service against
the mutineers in Upper India.   Removed from the infected atmosphere of
Hyderabad, the Nizam's troops  did good service on several fields, alike in
Rajputana and during the famous march to Kalpi.   The last spark of
danger disappeared when Tantia Topi, the rebellious chief and right-hand
man of Nana Saheb, was hounded out of the Deccan*   Although subse-
quently an attempt was made on the lives of the Resident and Salar Jung
while they were conversing arm in arm in the very court of His Highness
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